
Scan the QR code to view 
current fishing regulations 
using the Fish Rules App.
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PLEASE NOTE:  
State and federal fishing 
regulations may vary, and 
reef fish size limits may be 
measured using fork length 
or total length. To check 
which measurement should 
be used for your species 
and fishing area, review 
current fishing regulations 
at fishrulesapp.com 

MEASURE YOUR FISH CORRECTLY GIVE REEF FISH A FIGHTING CHANCEKNOW YOUR TEXASKNOW YOUR TEXAS    
REEF FISHREEF FISH • Use a knotless, rubber-coated net

• Only gaff fish you intend to keep
• Avoid lifting fish by their jaws alone
• Keep fingers out of eyes and gills
•  Keep large or prohibited species in the water
•  Use non-stainless, non-offset hooks  

when fishing natural bait
•  Review identification tips and regulations 

before fishing

•  Handle fish quickly and as little as possible
• Use a dehooking tool to remove hooks
• If gut-hooked, cut the line near the hook
•  Recognize barotrauma (bulging eyes, 

protruding stomach/intestines, bloated  
belly, bubbling scales) 

•  Use a descending device or venting tool  
to return fish with barotrauma to depth. 

  Get one for free at returnemright.org 
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